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tain difference it would create between the King's officers and the justices of the peace, that lie ordered his secretary to write to the collectors not to proceed to distrain for such hearths till the explanatory bill did pass (there being a bill before the Commons at the rising of the Parliament for the explaining of that, and some other obscure parts of the Chimney Acts), but no such bill did ever pass; so that all the said clauses have, since been interpreted in favour of the King's revenue. My Lord of Ormond and my Lord Treasurer had not been very good friends; the King, however, had pieced them upon condition they should not impeach each other without acquainting one another first with the matter. My Lord of Ormond first broke his word, and informed the King that my Lord Treasurer had cheated him in the excise. My Lord Ormond said the Treasurer had first complained of him to hinder his going for Ireland (where he was Lord-Lieutenant before). This came to a great heat at Court; but the King who loved quiet though he paid for it, believed neither of their complaints, and made them again friends, so my lord was sent into Ireland with his former dignity.
May 11. I was in private with my Lord Treasurer in his chamber till after one o'clock at night, where he told me several matters. I obtained some favours of him at that time : one was a further security to the smiths of Hallamshire not to be troubled as formerly ; a pardon for a highwayman condemned to be executed, upon promise to discover his accomplices, but who being saved, soon fell to his old kind of life and was afterwards hanged. Another was a promise of 10£. to any who should catch a robber on the highway, which was afterwards published by proclamation. I complained to him of the injustice done me in that foolish story that was raised concerning the blackamoor and, of the King's being ready to grant my estate. He said lie did not believe the King had